
K a n s a s  H i s t o r i c  R e s o u r c e s  I n v e n t o r y

LOCATION:

C o u n t y : F o r d

A d d r e s s : 317 PERSHING ST 

A d d r e s s  R e m a r k s : On parce l  addressed  11511  FT DODGE RD.

City: F o r t  D o d g e

Zip: 6 7 8 4 3

P a r c e l  I D : 162-03-0-00-03-002.00-0

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n : NE 1/4  of  SE 1/4  of  NW 1/4 of  Sect ion 3  Township  27S Range 24W 

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  R e m a r k s : ACRES 163, LTS 2-7 LYG S HWY ROW; N RVR; INCL LSED LND

L a t i t u d e ,  L o n g i t u d e  1 : 3 7 . 7 3 1 3 7 0  - 9 9 . 9 3 7 9 0 0

L a t i t u d e ,  L o n g i t u d e  2 :

L a t i t u d e ,  L o n g i t u d e  3 :

L a t i t u d e ,  L o n g i t u d e  4 :

D a t u m : W G S 8 4

DESCRIPTION:

H i s t o r i c  N a m e : For t  Dodge  -  Dead  House  (Reloca ted)

A l t e r n a t e  N a m e :

H i s t o r i c  F u n c t i o n : F u n e r a r y

S u b c a t e g o r y : M o r t u a r y

H i s t o r i c  F u n c t i o n  R e m a r k s : Associat ion with the Santa  Fe Trai l  -  Direct  Associat ion:  in  i ts  or iginal
loca t ion ,  the  For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House  would  have  been  loca ted
approximate ly  240 fee t  south  of  the  t ra i l .  The  nor th  s ide  of  For t  Dodge i s
loca ted  on  the  Santa  Fe  Tra i l .  The  For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House  (Reloca ted)  was
an  example  of  the  mi l i t a ry’s  vers ion  of  a  morgue .  The  dead  houses  were  used
as  temporary  s to rage  fac i l i t i es  fo r  bodies  espec ia l ly  dur ing  the  win te r  months
when the  ground was  f rozen.  For t  Ri ley  in  Ri ley  Co.  Kansas  had a  s imi lar
bui ld ing  refer red  to  as  “…wel l  adapted  for  a  pos t -mor tem room”.  For t  Ri ley’s
bui ld ing  (12’x14’ )  was  about  the  same d imens ions  as  tha t  a t  For t  Dodge
(10’x12’)  except  tha t  Ri ley’s  dead  house  was  cons t ruc ted  of  l imes tone  ins tead
of  wood.  Source :  “Circular  No.  4 .  War  Depar tment ,  Surgeon Genera l ’s  Off ice ,
Washing ton ,  December  5 ,  1870 .  A Repor t  on  Bar racks  and  Hosp i ta l s  wi th
Descr ipt ions  of  Mil i tary  Posts .”  Washington,  Government  Pr in t ing Off ice ,
1870 .  p .  289 .

P r e s e n t  F u n c t i o n : Vacan t /Not  in  Use

S u b c a t e g o r y :

P r e s e n t  F u n c t i o n  R e m a r k s : S t o r a g e

R e s i d e n t i a l / C o m m e r c i a l / R e l i g i o u s  S t y l e : F e d e r a l

S e c o n d a r y  S t y l e : V e r n a c u l a r

Pr in t ed :  04 /14 /2022

0 5 7 - 1 4 2 7  
F o r t  D o d g e  -  D e a d  H o u s e
( R e l o c a t e d )  
3 1 7  P E R S H I N G  S T  
F o r t  D o d g e  

 



B a r n  T y p e : Not  Appl icable

B r i d g e  T y p e : Not  Appl icable

L a n d s c a p e  T y p e : Not  Appl icable

P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n / R e m a r k s : Wood-f rame cons t ruc t ion  wi th  lap-s id ing;  gable-ends  are  c lad  in  wood
shingles .  The  square  wood-f ramed shed  addi t ion  has  a l so  lap  s id ing  but  i s
nar rower  than  on  the  o r ig ina l  bu i ld ing .  The  nor th  gab le  has  a  louvered  ven t
for  the  a t t ic .  The shed addi t ion’s  roof  i s  f la t ,  s loped to  the  south .  Later
conc re t e  pad  pou red  ou t s ide  f ron t  en t r ance .

P l a n  F o r m : R e c t a n g l e

C o m m e r c i a l  B u i l d i n g  T y p e : Not  Appl icable

R o o f  F o r m : Gable -F ron t

S t o r i e s : 1

C o n d i t i o n : F a i r

P r i n c i p a l  M a t e r i a l : W o o d

C o n d i t i o n  R e m a r k s : See  cond i t ion  assessment  in  " Images  and  Documents"  be low.  

A r c h i t e c t / D e s i g n e r / B u i l d e r : U n k n o w n

Y e a r  o f  C o n s t r u c t i o n : 1 8 7 0

C e r t a i n t y : D o c u m e n t e d

D a t e  N o t e s : Unknown when  the  bu i ld ing  was  moved  f rom nor thwes t  o f  the  hosp i ta l  to  i t s
cu r ren t  l oca t ion .

G e n e r a l  R e m a r k s :

A n c i l l a r y  S t r u c t u r e s : O t h e r  

A n c i l l a r y  S t r u c t u r e  R e m a r k s : Anci l la ry  s t ruc tures /bui ld ings :  Other  Santa  Fe  Tra i l  re la ted  anci l la ry  bui ld ings
are  as  fo l lows.  For t  Dodge –  Commanding Off icer’s  Quar ters ;  ca .  1867 (KHRI:
057-1821-00002) ;  For t  Dodge –  Enl is ted  Men’s  Barracks ;  ca .  1867 (KHRI:
057-1821-00003);  For t  Dodge – Off icers’  House;  ca .  1867 (KHRI:
057-1821-00005) ;  For t  Dodge –  Old For t  Dodge Hospi ta l ;  ca .  1867 (KHRI:
057-1821-00004) ;  For t  Dodge  –  Army Quar te rmas te r  Bui ld ing;  ca .  1867
(KHRI:  057-1399);  and the  For t  Dodge –  Junior  Off icers’  Quar ters ;  ca .  1872
(KHRI:  057-1426).  

REGISTER STATUS:

L i s t e d  i n  S t a t e  R e g i s t e r : N o

D a t e  o f  S t a t e  L i s t i n g :

L i s t e d  i n  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r : N o

D a t e  o f  N a t i o n a l  L i s t i n g :

H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t :

D e m o l i s h e d :

D a t e  D e m o l i s h e d  ( i f  a p p l i c a b l e ) :

P o t e n t i a l l y  E l i g i b l e  f o r  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r : Not  Asses sed  

R e g i s t e r  S t a t u s  R e m a r k s :

T h e m a t i c  N o m i n a t i o n  ( M P D F ) :

N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k :      

SURVEY INFORMATION:

S u r v e y  1

S u r v e y  P r o j e c t  N a m e : For t  Dodge  -  Reconna i ssance  Survey  (2015)

S e q u e n c e  N u m b e r : 0 2 9

S u r v e y e d  B y : KSHS/Anderson,  Rick

S u r v e y  D a t e : 0 5 / 1 4 / 2 0 1 5



S u r v e y  2

S u r v e y  P r o j e c t  N a m e : Kansas  -  Santa  Fe  Tra i l  Bui ld ings  Survey (2016-2017)

S e q u e n c e  N u m b e r : F O _ 0 0 7

S u r v e y e d  B y : KSHS/Anderson,  Rick

S u r v e y  D a t e : 0 8 / 1 6 / 2 0 1 7

IMAGES & DOCUMENTS

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .  N

eleva t ion ,  f ron t  façade ,  and  E
elevat ion,  v iewed facing SW.

05/14/2015,  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .

The  dead  house  i s  on  the  r igh t
(wes t ) ;  ac ross  the  s t ree t  ( sou th)  o f

the  For t  Dodge  Chape l  ( ca .  1902)  a t
3 1 6  P e r s h i n g  S t r e e t .
KSHS/Anderson,  Rick.

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
North  ( f ront)  e levat ion;  looking

south .  05 /25 /2017 .  KSHS/Anderson ,
Rick.

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
Nor th  ( f ron t )  and  wes t  e leva t ion ;

look ing  sou th-sou thwes t .
05/25/2017.  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
Eas t  and  nor th  ( f ron t )  e leva t ions ;
look ing  sou thwes t .  Shed  add i t ion

shown a t  r igh t .  05 /25 /2017 .
KSHS/Anderson,  Rick.

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
Sou th  and  eas t  e l eva t ions  o f  the

shed  add i t ion ;  look ing  nor thwes t .
Eas t  e levat ion  of  the  or ig ina l

bu i ld ing  and  i t s  sou th  gab le  shown
above  the  shed  add i t ion .

05/25/2017.  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .

West  e levat ion  of  the  or ig inal
bui ld ing  ( le f t )  and  shed addi t ion
( r igh t ) ;  looking  nor th-nor theas t .

05/25/2017.  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .

West  e levat ion  of  the  or ig inal
bui ld ing  ( le f t )  and  shed addi t ion
( r igh t ) ;  looking  nor th-nor theas t .

05/25/2017.  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .

West  e levat ion of  or iginal  bui lding;
looking  eas t .  05 /25 /2017 .

KSHS/Anderson,  Rick.

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House

https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_1.jpg&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20N%20elevation%2C%20front%20fa%C3%A7ade%2C%20and%20E%20elevation%2C%20viewed%20facing%20SW%2E%2005%2F14%2F2015%2C%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_2.jpg&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20The%20dead%20house%20is%20on%20the%20right%20%28west%29%3B%20across%20the%20street%20%28south%29%20of%20the%20Fort%20Dodge%20Chapel%20%28ca%2E%201902%29%20at%20316%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_3.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20North%20%28front%29%20elevation%3B%20looking%20south%2E%2005%2F25%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_4.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20North%20%28front%29%20and%20west%20elevation%3B%20looking%20south%2Dsouthwest%2E%2005%2F25%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_5.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20East%20and%20north%20%28front%29%20elevations%3B%20looking%20southwest%2E%20Shed%20addition%20shown%20at%20right%2E%2005%2F25%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_6.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20South%20and%20east%20elevations%20of%20the%20shed%20addition%3B%20looking%20northwest%2E%20East%20elevation%20of%20the%20original%20building%20and%20its%20south%20gable%20shown%20above%20the%20shed%20addition%2E%2005%2F25%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_7.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20West%20elevation%20of%20the%20original%20building%20%28left%29%20and%20shed%20addition%20%28right%29%3B%20looking%20north%2Dnortheast%2E%2005%2F25%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_8.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20West%20elevation%20of%20the%20original%20building%20%28left%29%20and%20shed%20addition%20%28right%29%3B%20looking%20north%2Dnortheast%2E%2005%2F25%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_9.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20West%20elevation%20of%20original%20building%3B%20looking%20east%2E%2005%2F25%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_10.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20East%20and%20north%20%28front%29%20elevations%3B%20looking%20southwest%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_11.jpg&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20East%20elevation%20of%20the%20shed%20addition%20%28left%29%20and%20original%20building%20%28right%29%3B%20looking%20west%2Dsouthwest%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_12.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20North%20elevation%20louver%3B%20looking%20south%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E


(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
Eas t  and  nor th  ( f ron t )  e leva t ions ;

look ing  sou thwes t .  08 /16 /2017 .
KSHS/Anderson,  Rick.

(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
Eas t  e leva t ion  of  the  shed  addi t ion
(lef t )  and or iginal  bui lding (r ight) ;

look ing  wes t - sou thwes t .  08 /16 /2017 .
KSHS/Anderson,  Rick.

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
Nor th  e levat ion  louver ;  looking

south .  08 /16 /2017 .  KSHS/Anderson ,
Rick.

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
Nor th  e leva t ion  de ta i l s  o f  corner

t r im boards ,  eave ,  sof f i t  and fasc ia ;
looking  eas t .  08 /16 /2017 .

KSHS/Anderson,  Rick.

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
In t e r io r ,  no r theas t  co rne r  o f  t he

shed  add i t ion  where  i t  ad jo ins  the
or ig ina l  bui ld ing;  looking nor theas t .
08/16/2017.  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
In t e r io r ,  no r thwes t  co rne r  o f  the

shed  add i t ion  where  i t  ad jo ins  the
or ig inal  bui ld ing;  looking nor thwest .

08/16/2017.  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .

In te r io r ,  look ing  sou th  th rough  the
or ig ina l  bu i ld ing  towards  the

in te r io r  o f  the  shed  addi t ion .  Note
removal  o f  the  sou th  wal l  has

c rea t ed  a  l a rge r  space .  08 /16 /2017 .
KSHS/Anderson,  Rick.

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
08/16/2017.  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .

For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .

Loca t ions  of  Santa  Fe  Tra i l  re la ted
bui ldings on the for t .  U.  S.  Mil i tary
Rese rva t ion  a t  For t  Dodge  Ground
P lan .  29  May  1868 .  Image  c rea t ed

f rom map  pho to .  05 /24 /2017 .
KSHS/Anderson,  Rick.

  

https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_12.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20North%20elevation%20louver%3B%20looking%20south%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_13.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20North%20elevation%20details%20of%20corner%20trim%20boards%2C%20eave%2C%20soffit%20and%20fascia%3B%20looking%20east%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_14.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20Interior%2C%20northeast%20corner%20of%20the%20shed%20addition%20where%20it%20adjoins%20the%20original%20building%3B%20looking%20northeast%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_15.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20Interior%2C%20northwest%20corner%20of%20the%20shed%20addition%20where%20it%20adjoins%20the%20original%20building%3B%20looking%20northwest%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_16.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20Interior%2C%20looking%20south%20through%20the%20original%20building%20towards%20the%20interior%20of%20the%20shed%20addition%2E%20Note%20removal%20of%20the%20south%20wall%20has%20created%20a%20larger%20space%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_17.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%2008%2F16%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_18.jpg&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%20Locations%20of%20Santa%20Fe%20Trail%20related%20buildings%20on%20the%20fort%2E%20U%2E%20S%2E%20Military%20Reservation%20at%20Fort%20Dodge%20Ground%20Plan%2E%2029%20May%201868%2E%20Image%20created%20from%20map%20photo%2E%2005%2F24%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
https://khri.kansasgis.org/displayImage.cfm?file=057-1427_19.JPG&cap=Fort%20Dodge%20%E2%80%93%20Dead%20House%20%28Relocated%29%2E%20317%20Pershing%20Street%2E%201870%20location%20of%20Dead%20House%20and%20Old%20Fort%20Dodge%20Hospital%2E%20U%2E%20S%2E%20Military%20Reservation%20at%20Fort%20Dodge%20Ground%20Plan%2E%2029%20May%201868%2E%20Image%20created%20from%20map%20photo%2E%2005%2F24%2F2017%2E%20KSHS%2FAnderson%2C%20Rick%2E
javascript:var newWindow=window.open('http://khri.kansasgis.org/photos_docs/057-1427_20.pdf','')
javascript:var newWindow=window.open('http://khri.kansasgis.org/photos_docs/057-1427_22.pdf','')


For t  Dodge  –  Dead  House
(Re loca ted) .  317  Persh ing  S t ree t .
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05/24/2017.  KSHS/Anderson,  Rick .
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